[Validation and development of an immunofluorescence method for isolating and identifying mycobacteria L forms].
The complement fixation test and the immunofluorescence test have demonstrated that the L-forms of mycobacteria retain their species-specific and genus-specific determinants and possess serological activity. The L-variants obtained by different methods differ in size, depending on the degree of the destruction of their cell wall. Specific antisera to the L-forms of mycobacteria, suitable for use in the indirect immunofluorescence test, have been obtained. These antisera are highly specific and permit not only the rapid detection, but also identification of the L-forms.